Jane E. Weiler, #25276

Assistant Attorney General

Office of the Kansas Attorney General
120 SW 10th Avenue, Second Floor
Topeka, KS 66612-1597

BEFORE THE KANSAS BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES REGULATORY BOARD
700 SW Harrison Street, Suite 420
Topeka, Kansas 66603-3929

In the Matter of
LAURA NEELY, LMSW

License No. 8651 Case No. 18-MS-0133
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Respondent/Licensee.

CONSENT AGREEMENT AND FINAL ORDER

b —— F2brua
NOW on this +5= day of \&E‘X ’1 2019, the above-captioned matter

comes before the Kansas Behavioral Sciencés Regulatory Board (“Board”) by and
through Assistant Attorney General Jane E. Weiler on behalf of the Board, and by
agreement of Laura Neely, (“Licensee”), by and through Chris R. Playter, of Playter
Trial Lawyers, her attorney of record for the purposes of resolving the above-captioned

matters.

The parties knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows:

1. Licensee was at all times relevant, a Licensed Master Social Worker (“LMSW”)
within the meaning of the Kansas Social Worker Licensure Act, K.S.A. 65-6301, et
seq., and amendments thereto. ;

CASE NO. 18-MS-0133

2. On or about May 30, 2018, Licensee submitted to the Board a self-report that
she violated certain statutes and/or regulations governing the practice of an LMSW

in Kansas.

8. From at least December 2016 through January 2018, Licensee was employed
at Cornerstones of Care in Kansas City, Missouri.

4. In Decembe_r 2016, Licensee provided clinical therapy to Client A.
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5. In November 2017, Licensee engaged in an inappropriate dual relationship
with Client A, which involved an incident of romantic physical contact.

6. On or about November 13, 2017, Licethe then engaged in sexual intercourse
with Client A.

7. Licensee continued to provide clinical therapy to Client A until Licensee left
her position at Cornerstones of Care in January 2018.

8. In February 2018, Client A contacted Licensee and asked her for money.
Licensee did provide financial assistance to Client A sometime in February 2018.

| APPLICABLE LAW
9 Pursuant to K.S.A. 65 6302(b) “Soclal Work practxce” means the professmnal

capamty for phvsmal social and economic functioning and the professmnal
application of social work values, principles and techniques in areas such as
psychotherapy, social service admlmstratlon, social planning, social work
consultation and social work research to one of more of the following ends: Helping
people obtain tanglble gervices; counseling' with individuals, families and groups;
helping communities or groups provide or improve social and health services; and
participatmg in relevant social action.

10.Pursuant to K.S.A. 65-6311(a): The board may refuse to issue, renew or
reinstate a license, may condition, limit, revoke or suspend a license, may publicly or
privately censure a licensee or may impose a fine not to exceed $1,000 per violation
upon a finding that a licensee or an applicant for license: K.S.A. 65-6615(a)(5): has
violated a provision of the Social Worker Licerisure Act or one or more rules and

regulation of the board.

11.Pursuant to K.A.R. 102-2-7: Any of the following acts by an licensee or an
applicant for social work shall constitute unprofessmnal conduct:

mconsmtent or mcommensurate with one’s training, educatlon, and
expenence and with accepted professional standards for social work.

mtnnacles or sexual activities with one's chent supervxsee, or student

c. KAR.102-2 -7(tt) engagmg in a dual relatlonshlp with a chent supervmee,
or student
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12.Licenses and the Board mutually desire to enter into this Consent Agreement
and Final Order in lieu of further summary and ad;udmatlve proceedmgs

18.Licensee understands that by entering into this Consent Agreement and Final
Order she waives all rights to further adjudication of facts and law that could be
determined pursuant to summary proceedings or a hearing conducted in accordance
with the Kansas Administrative Procedures Act, K.S.A. 77-501 ¢t seg. in relation to
Case No. 18-MS-0133.

14 Licensee waives the right to file a motlon for reconelderatlon and all nghts of

relation to Case No. 18 -MS-0188.
15.The Board a_ceepts Licensee’s waiver of rights and stipulations.

WI-IEREFORE the Board finds that the above facts have been established by
clear and convincing evidence; and fuxther finds that Licensee was in violation of
K.S.A, 65-6311(a)(6), as defined in K.A.R. 102-2-7(3), when Licensee performed
services clearly inconsistent with her training, education, and experrence and with
accepted professional standards for social work when she engaged in sexual
intimacies with Client A while she was providing clinical therapy to Client A.
Addltlonally, Licensee did provide financial assistance to Client A shortly after

termmatmg chmcal therapy thh Chent A

K.S.A. 65-6811(a)(5), as defined i m K.AR. 102-2-7 (), when Llcensee made sexual
advances and engaged in sexual activitios with her client when she engaged in sexual
intimacies with Client A while she was providmg clinical therapy to Client A.

FURTHER WHEREFORE the Board finds that chensee was in violation of
K.S.A. 65- 6811(a)(), as defined in K.AR. 102-2-7(tt), when Licensee engaged in a
dual relat1onsh1p Wlth her client when ehe engaged in sexual mtlmacles thh Chent

provide financial assmtance to Chent A shortly aﬂ:er termmatmg chmcal therapy
with Chent A.

Consent Agreement and Final Order in lieu of further a(budlcatwe proceedmgs to
resolve the reported violations. _

and the Board orders that
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16.Licensee shall follow all recommendatlons made in regards to her psychologlcal A
evaluation.

17. Licensee will participate in weekly therapy sessions Wlth her current therapret
or with another Board-approved therapist for twelve (12) months with quarterly
attendance and progress reports provided to the Board. The focus shall be upon
harmful dual relationships, transference, and therapist-client boundsries.
Recommendation by the therapist for longer or shorter term of therapy will be
considered by the Complaint Review Committee. Licensee shall provide a copy of her
psychological evaluation and this Consent Agreement and Fmal Order to her
therapist.

* 18.Licensee will have supervxsmn with her current clinical supervisor or another
supervnsor approved by the Kansas Board consmtrn_g of monthly, on-elte face to face

provxde a eopy of her psycholog1cal evaluatron and this Consent Agreement and Final
Order to her gupervisor. ‘

19: Licensee's superwsor shall submit to the Complamt Review Committee
written reports due by March 1, 2019, June 1, 2019, September 1, 2019, December 1,
© 2019, Maxch 2020, June 1, 2020, September 1, 2020, and December 1, 2020. In these
~ reports, the Supervisor shall report whether Licensee is in compliance with the
Consent Agreement and Final Order, to the best knowledge of the supervisor, and
Licensee’s understanding and adherence to approved standards of professional and -
ethlcal conduct, areas of contmued growth and development and accountablhty of

20, Llcensee shall draft an mformed consent form to be promded to male clients
that epeclﬁes the parameters of counselmg, covering telephone calls, meeting outside
the office, office meetings and other therapy formats usged. The form shall explicitly
inform clients that romantic feelmgs sometimes o¢cur during the course of therapy
and how boundary issues, transference, appropriate responses and/ox relationships
will be handled. The form shall be- provided to the Board within thirty (80) days of

~ the effective date of thle Consent Agreement and Fmal Order for review The-

Agreement and Final Order W1th Client A with whom Llcensee had a romantlo
relationship ,

- days of any changes in pereonal or professmnal status that would inhiblt comphance ‘
W1th any condmon of this Consent Agreement and Fmal Order
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28. Licensee must tnnely notify the Board’s Inveetlgator ofaneedina change ofa
clinical supervisor.

24.Licensee shall be responeible for any costs and expenses mcurred in eatlefying
the terms of this Consent Agreement and Final Order

25 After completron of the actlone set out m the Consent Agreement and Final

case. However, Llcensee may be subject to further enforcement action if Licensee
fails to comply with the terms, condrtlone, and requlrements imposed by this Consent
Agreement and Final Order

26. The matters referred toin th1s Consent Agreement and Fmal Order shall not
be grounds for future action against Licensee, except the extent that that such
matters may be relevant for future dlsclplmary or hcensure proceedmgs in the

27, Except as provrded in paragraph 26 ‘this Consent Agreement and Final Order
shall operate as a complete release of all clalms the parties may have agamst each

mattere Lwensee agrees not to file, or ‘cause to be filed, any htrgatlon or clarms in
any federal or etate court of law or federal or etate admrmstratrve agency agamst the

Kansas and federal law and that the Board has Junsdwtron to enter into it and enter
the Final Order provrded for herem o ‘

‘ 29 chensee understands that a notlﬁcation of thls Consent Agreement and Final

: custody of the Board
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81.This Consent Agreement and Final Order constitutes the entire agreement of
the parties and may only be modified by order of the Board ox by a subsequent writing
signed by the parties, The agreement shall be mterpreted in accordance with the

laws of the State of Kansas.

82.This Consent Agreement and Final Order shall become effective on the date
indicated in the Certificate of Service. :

WHEREFORE, the partles consent to these provisions, which are hereby
made the Final Order of the Kansas Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board in the

above-captioned case.

IT IS SO ORDERED.
Datod this_| 8 dayof ot ggp,

% | |- /& zor%
“aura Neely |

R_cspcndentll.icensee /) :

ﬂ‘/ﬁ L’ -’ L /3/5’ 20/9

Chn*’R“f;Iayter, Attomey for RespondentlLlcensee . Date
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregomg Consent Agreement and

Final Order was served on this_( __ day of leMM r */ 2019, by depositing
the same in the United States mail, postage prepaid,' addressed to:

Chris R. Playter

Playter Trial Lawyers

400 SW Longview Boulevard, Suite 220
Lee’s Summit, MO 64081

Attorney for Respondent/Licensee

And a copy delivered via interoffice mail -to:.

Jane E. Weller, Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General

120 SW 10t Ave., 20d Floor

Topeka, KS 6661-2

Disciplinary Counsel for the Board

(’wa vl

For the Katsas Behavioral Sciences
Regulatory Board
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