
Jane E. Weiler, #25276 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Kansas Attorney General 
120 SW lOth Avenue, Second Floor 
Topeka, KS 66612-1597 

BEFORE THE KANSAS BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES REGULATORY BOARD 
700 SW Harrison Street, Suite 420 

In the Matter of 
LAURA NEELY, LMSW 
License No. 8651 

Respondent/Licensee. 

Topeka, Kansas 66603:.3929 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 18-MS-0133 

CONSENT AGREEMENT AND FINAL ORDER 
~ . ~ F.£ "'r'w.t . . . . .. 

NOW on this ~ day of .~~ ~ 2019, the above-captioned matter 
comes before the Kansas Behavioral S~ s Regwatory Board (''Board") by and 
through Assistant Attorney General Jane E. Weiler on behalf of the Board, and by 
agreement of Laura Neely, ("Licensee"), by and through Chris R. Playter, of Playter 
Trial Lawyers, her attorney of record for the purposes of resolving the above•captioned 
matters. 

The parties knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows: 

1. Licensee was at all times relevant, a Licensed Master Social Worker ("LMSW") 
within the meaning of the Kansas Social Worker Licensure Act, KS.A. 65-6301, et 
seq., and amendments thereto. · · · 

CASE NO. 18-MS-0133 

2. On or about May 30, 2018, Licensee submitted to the Board a self~repo:rt that 
she violated certain statutes and!()r regulations governing the practice of an LMSW 
in Kansas. 

. . 

3. From at least December 2016 through January 2018, Licensee was employed 
at Cornerstones of Care in Kansas City, Missouri. 

4. In December 2016, Licensee providecl. clinical therapy to Client A. 
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5. In Nf)vember. 2017, ~icensee ~ngage4 in an ~napproprifite d~ relations,Up 
with Client A, which involved an in.cident of romantic physical contact. 

6. On or about November 18,·2017, License:e then engaged in sexual interoourse 
with Client A. 

7. Licensee continued to p~ovide clinical therapy to Client A until Lfcensee left 
her positiQn at Cornerstones of Oa~~ iii Ja11uaey 2018. 

8. In FebrU.ary 2()18, Oli~nt A co~ta~d ;Licen,see and asked ]J.er for mon.ey. 
Licensee did pJ;ovide fi~~ a.ssi$tan~ to Clie:1,1t A som~time in February 2018. 

APPLICABLE LAW . .. . .. 

9. Putsuant tQ.K.S.A. G5·6802(b): "SocW work· practice" means the prof~ssional 
activitY of h~lping ~divid~a,l$, groups or CQmmutdt~s enbfUl~ or r~store their 
capaCity for . physical, so¢ial and economic funct;.Qning arid the professional 
application of social woJ."k value$, principles and techniques in areas s\ich as 
psychotherapy, sQcial semce administratiQn, . social plamrlng, social work 
cons~itation and sacw work ~esearch. tO one or more of the £oUQwing ends: Helping 
people obtain tangible . se):\il.ces; cpunsellng· with indivfd-.;tde, faudlles and groups; 
helping cOmmunities 01' group~ provide, or :improve soci~ and health se~ces; and 
partiCipating -in relevant social action. · · : 

10. Pursuant to K.S.A. 65·6S11(a): The boQf.d may refuse tO issue, ;renew or 
reinstate a license, may condition, llinit; revoke .or suspend a license, lilaY .publicly or 
privately .ceneure a Hcensee or may imppse a fine npt tO exceed $1,000 per violation 
upon a finding that a licensee or an applieant for Ucense: KS.A .. 65·6615(a)(6.): has 
violated a proVision of the ·Social Worker Licensure Act or one or more rules and 
reguiation of the bc;iard.. · · · · · 

ll.Pursuant to K.A.R. 102-2-7: Any of the.following acts by an licensee or an 
applicant for social work shai.l constitute un~rofessionai eonduct: 

a. K.A.R. :1.02·2•7(1): offeriilg to perform or performing services clearly 
irioonsistent or iriooinmelislirate . with one's trahililg, education~ and 
c:)Xperien¢8 and w.ith accepted pro~essionai standards for soci&l work •. 

. . 

b. K.A.R. 102·2-7(y):· making sexual advances toWard or engaging in phySical 
intimacies or s~mal activities with one's C?lient, superViSee, or student. : 

c. K.A~R. 102·2:7(tt): eniagirig i~ a dual relationship with a client, supervisee, 
or student. 
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12. Licensee and the Board mutuallY desire to enter into this Consent Agreement 
and Final Order in lieu of further summary and adjudicative proceedjngs. 

18. Licensee understands that by entering into this Consent Agreeme11t and Final 
Order she waives all rights to further adjudication of facts and law that could be 
deterJIJ.ined pursuant to summaey proceedhigs or a hearing conducted in .~ccordan~e 
with the Kansas Administrative Procedures Act, K.S.A 77-501 et seq. in relation to 
Case No. 18-MS-0188. . . 

14. Licensee waives the right to file a motion for reconsideration and all rights of 
appeal pursuant to the l{ansas Act for Judicial Review, K.S.A. 77 .. 601 et seq. in 
relation to Case No. 18-MS.;0188. · 

15~ The Board accepts Licensee's waiver of rights and stipulations. . . 

ORDER 

WHEREFORE, the Board filids that the above facts have been established by 
clear arid convincing evidence; and further finds that Licensee was in violation of 
K.S.A. 65-f)Sil(a)(5), ·as defined in K.A.R. i02-2-'i(i), when Licensee performed 
services clearly inconsietellt with }ler training, education, and experience and with 
accepted professional stan.dards for social work · when she engaged in sexual 
intititacies ·with Clie:nt A while she was providing clinical therapy to Client A. 
Additionally, Lipensee did provide financial assistance ·-to Client A shortly after 
terminatmg clinical the.rapy with Client. A. 

FURTHER. WHJml.~FOR.E, the ·B.ollrd finds that Licensee was in violation of 
K.S.A. 65~681l(a)(5), as defined in KA.R. 102-2-7(y), when Licensee ma<J.e sexual 
advances and engaged jn se~ua,lactiviti~s with Iter client when she engaged in sexual 
intimacies with Client A while she was providing clinical therapy to. Client A. 

. FURTHER WIIEREFORE, the Board finds that Licensee was in violation of 
K.S.A. 65-681l(a)(5), as detined in K.A.-R. 102-2-7(tt), when Licensee engaged iri a 
dual relationship with her. client when she engaged in sexual inthnacies with Client 
A while s:he was providiilg din.ical th~:r~PY to Client A~ Additi(mally, L.icensee did 
provide financial assistance tO Clieilt A shQrt;ly after terminating clinical therapy 
with Client A. · · · 

AND WHEREAS Licensee an(l. the Bqard mut\lally desire to enter into a 
Consent Agreement and Final Order in lieu of further adjudicative proceeditigs to 
resolve the reported vio1ations. · · · 

NOW THEREFORE, Licensee cous~n:ts to the followmg tel'1lls .and CQ~()itions, 
. and the Board orders that: . . 
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16.Licensee shall follow all recommendationS made in regardS to her psychological 
evaluation·. · · · · · · 

1 '1. Lice11see will participate in w~ekiy the:rapy sessions with her current therapist 
C)~ wi~h ~nother ]Joard-approved therapist for tw.~ive (12) months with q~rterly. 
at.tendan~ and progress repo.rts provided to the ·Board. The focus sh~ be up~n 
har~ dual relationships, tranijferenee, · and ·therapist-client boundaries. 
Recomm~ndation ·by the . therapist for longer or shorter term of therapy wiii be 
considered by the ·complafut ~view Com.nrlttee! Licensee Shall provide a oopy of her 
psychological evaluation find this Consent Agreement and Final Order to her 
therapist. 

· 18.Licensee will h-.ve supemsion with her <'ilrrent ~linicals~pervisor or anot]ler 
supervisQr approved by the IDU.:Lsas Bo~d consisting ofm.ontbJY, on-site face to face 
meeting$. of at 18ast fo~=.(4) hot¢$ per t~J;9nth fo~:review of cases. Liceils~e shail 
provide a copy ofheJ,' psychological evaluation and this Consent Agree~ent and Final 
Order to her superVisor. . . . . 

19.Lieensee's sup.etvfsor $ball s~b.mit to the CQID.PJ.i:ili.lt ReviEIW. Committee 
written reports du~ by March 1, 20~9, June 1, ~019, Septem.b~r 1, 2019., J;>ecem.be~ 1, 
2019, March2020,.June 1,2020, S.$pteJQ.b~~·l, 2()2Q,andDe~mber ·1.;2029. I.n these 
reports, the Supervisor shall report whether LiceJ..lSe(l is in c.omplian~ With the = 
Consent Agreement and Filial Order,· to the best knowledge o£ the sup~rvisor, imd 
Lieensee~s· Understanding and. adherence to appr9ved s~c,\ards 0, professi()nal and 
ethica,i conduct, areas of eontU,.ued. ~th and developJI).ent, ~d accountability of 
superVision hours, thus far~ in: the dis~plinary period. . . . . . 

20. Licensee shall draft an info:tmed consent form to be provide4 to mille clients 
that specifies.the parameters of counse.Jlng, eov$.nng tel$phon;e ~~s. rtle~ting outside 
the office, office meetings and other therapy fonnats used. The· fo~. sh&U eJqJlicltly 
inform clients that romantic feelliigs som~times o®ur dUrhlg the ®ilrse o( therapy 
and how boundary isslies, tranSterence, appl,'opnate r$spon~s. and/or r~Litionsl;rlps 
win be handled. 'the form shill be :provide~ tO ·the Bofild wttbb1 thirtY (80) 4aye of 
the effective date of this Con8ent Agreement and Final Order tQr review~ The · 
approvecf form shall be furnished to eveey= e.uneni and new male clie~t dum.g ~e 
teim :of t~s Conse~t Agreement an!! Final Qrder. · · 

2l.Licensee shall have no contact by aD.y mpatiS during the term of this Cons~nt. 
Agre~men~ and ~af Ord~r ·with Oiient 4. with whom Lieensee had· a rom~~tic 
~~lationsJdp. · · ·· · · 

· 22. Licensee acknowledges =an affiriliative duty to notify the Board within five (5) 
d.aYS. of anY Change·s bl pe~eon9.1 O~:prOfeSS~Oiiaf S~a~US that.~oUid ~hibft: compliance . 
with ~ eonditiori of this: Consent .Agre~m:ent and Final Order. 

. . . . . . : . . 
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. . 

2a. Licensee mu.t timely notify the B.oard's ijlvestigator of a need in a :change of a 
clinical supervisor.. . . . .. 

24;.Lice•e.e shall be responsible for ;any cost$ and ex}lenses incurred iP. satisfying 
the te:nne of this Consent Agreement and Fi,nal.Qr<Jer. . . 

25.After CQmpletion of the actions aet o"'-t hi the C()ilsent Agreement and -~nal 
Order, Licensee will have no remainiDg obligaii,on,e to the Board in relation to this 
case. Howeve~, Licensee may be subject tO furt~~ enforcement action if Ucensee 
fails t0 comp)y.with thf:l' terms, c~nditions~ and reqUirem,ents imposed by this OoM.f:lnt 
Agreement and ~al Qrder, · · · · 

. .. 

26. The matters J;eterred to in this COnsent Agree~fi)nt and Final Order shall )lOt 
be grounds for future· ac~on ·against Licenae~, ex(:Sp~ the extent that that $~ch 
.J1latters may be : ~elevant. for fut~e disciplina:ry: (lr li~~Ure proceedings "in t~ 
Bo~rd's eonsideratiou of :t)le.: -faCtors. identified ·fh K_.S.A~ 65·68ii [G~ouhds for 
S~spension, JUnitation, rev09at~on or refusal to "issue or i.~new li~ilse; proeedure), l(nd 
ltS.A. 65-6818 .[Licel)Se$; efiectite ~d: 'expkation 4tes; re~wal;: ~ntin\rlng 
edu~ii.Oii; safety aw~ness tr_ainiilg; reinstateJP.exit; duplicate], and for establishin.g 
rehabilita#on or a ~atiern of C9nduct. . · · · · · 

. . 

· 27 .• EXcept ~s ~rovi4ed:in p~aeraph 26. this do~sent.A.gl:eemept and Fuia1 Order 
shall. operate: as a complete ~iease o(atl claims th~ p~tties. m~y have fJ.pmst each 
9ther pe~dinl-befOre .the Board a.n.d ~ out .of the B()ara's m:vestjgation of these 
matters. Liceri.see &grQQB )lOt tQ file, or. CaUse to be filed, W litig8.tion or C,laims in 
any ~deral or state co.urt ofla;w or fed~ral or s~te atbn~nistratiye age~cy against the 
Bo·ar4, i~s agents,- Board me~bel;S; or e~ployees, . individl.JallY or ~ their official 
C)apacity.: Such litigatiOn ()r clabn81nclude~:but are :Jiot limi~d to, ·any. K.S:A; Chapter 
60 or Chapt~t 61 civil action_ :tegarding neg~geiice .and/or a 42. _Uni~ed_ States qode 
action ~dlor any adriiinis~ative petition fo~ redress. t4ee•~ agrees ~hat all aCtions 
in this ~atter were a bona fide U:se of adm.inistrat'ive d.i.s<i.etio!l o~ the pru;t of the 
Boa~d, its m~nibers, and.em.plQyees, w.llichis ~statutory exC$ption to liab.ilitY witllin 
tlle Kansas Tort CJ.8ilns Act, l{.S.~ 1o.;6104(b), (c) or (e). . . . 

26. Lice~s~e a~e~s that this CQ~ent. 4-greement and Final Order ~nforms to 
Kan$as an.d federal law and that the noard hB;s juriSdiCtion to ejj.ter into it and e~ter 
the F!n~l Order p~ovidedJor beJ;"e~. · . . .- · . - · · · · · · · · . · · . _ . · · 

2.9.LiceJ1$ee unde~stands that a notification ofthls ~nsent A.gre~m~lit and Final 
. <kder shall be proVided to ·any oth~r ~:te.l.iceri.sing .bom.d or-entity if Li~nsee is also 
"iicenaedi regi~tered or_"certifie~ m anot~er ~state. . . ::. • . : . . . . . 

so. This . Consent: :Agreem~nt and :~na.l· Or_der . sluiil b~ a public record iri the 
eus~dy:pf the ::BQard. : · ·: · · · · · · :. · · · · · · · · · · 
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31. rhi~ Consent Agreement and Final Ol'd~r constitutes the entir~ a,greem...e~t of 
the parties and may only be modifie'd by order of the· Board otby a subsequent writing 
signed by the parties, The agreement shall be interpreted in accordance with the 
laws. of the State of Kansas. · · · · · · · 

82. This Consent Agreement and Fi;nal Order shall become effective ~>n the date 
indicated in the Certificate ofServiee. · · · 

WHEREFORE, the parties consent to these provisions, which are hereby 
made the Final Order of the Kansas Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board in the 
above~captioned case. 

IT IS SO O;RDER:mD. 
...-.-

D . d hi jg d f .::..~~~--... 019 ate t a__,_ ayo .--'-------.,-&-~'+----·2 .. 

AG~EED AND CONSENTED TO BY: 

·aura Neely 
Respondent/Licensee· 

o ~, · ·omplaint Review ommittee 
e avioral Sciences Regulatory Boa,rd 

Date 

layter, Attomeyfor R.esponcient/Lice!l$~e Date · 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE . . ·- . 

I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Consent Agreement and 
Final Order was served on this _k__ day of 'f.tWfN&r¥. · ·. · . 2019, by depositing 
the same in the United States mall,postageprepaid: addressed to: · 

Chris R. Playter 
Playter Trial Lawyers 
400 SW Longview Boulevard, Suite 220 
Lee's Summit, MO 64081 
Attorney for Respondent/Licensee 

And a copy delivered via interoffice mail to: 

Jane E. Weiler, Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
120 SW lOth Ave., 2nd Floor 
Topeka,KS 66612 
Disciplinary (]ounsel for the Board 

. . . 
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