
APA Health 
Service 
Psychology 
Master’s 
Accreditation 
2026 Update 
Brooke Mann, PhD
Director of the Clinical Psychology Graduate 
Program- FHSU
APA Master’s Accreditation Consultant 

https://accreditation.apa.org/about-coa/masters-
accreditation 

Standards of Accreditation for Health Service 
Psychology: Master’s Program
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-
psychology-masters-programs.pdf 

https://accreditation.apa.org/about-coa/masters-accreditation
https://accreditation.apa.org/about-coa/masters-accreditation
https://accreditation.apa.org/about-coa/masters-accreditation
https://accreditation.apa.org/about-coa/masters-accreditation
https://accreditation.apa.org/about-coa/masters-accreditation
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/health-service-psychology-masters-programs.pdf


Accreditation Timeline and Process
Phase 1

Development of 
procedures and 
regulations, vetted 
and approved by 
APA

Public comment 
period 

Phase 2
Approval and 
finalization

Public comment 
period

Phase 3a*
*Current Phase

Development of 
program review 
practices

Implementation of 
initial accreditation 
review 

4 Programs 
accredited initially
6 applications 
accepted August 
2025
6 applications will 
be accepted May 
2026

Phase 3b
All programs 
eligible to apply
(Submit self-study 
[initial review], site-
visit, program 
review)

Submit scope to 
recognition bodies

Fully Accredited Programs

COLORADO 
University of Denver (Clinical MA)

MINNESOTA 
Capella University (Clinical MS)

NEW JERSEY 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
(Clinical MA) 

NORTH DAKOTA 
University of North Dakota 
(Counseling MA)



Program Considerations

• APA hasn’t set a minimum number of credit hours, 
but at least 2 years of study are required

• APA hasn’t set a minimum number of 
practicum/internship hours required

• Programs are allowed to be fully online
• APA refers to this as distance education
• Program has to demonstrate they provide regular and 

substantive faculty and supervisor to student 
interactions



APA Board of Professional Affairs 
Task Force

APA Board of Professional Affairs Task 
Force:

Professional title of practitioner 

Scope of practice

Model licensure information 

ASPPB Potential Regulatory Implications 
of Master's Licensure (PRI-LM) Updates 
(February 2025)

ASPPB’s Board of Directors 
Announcement Letter 

Master’s Level Licensed Practitioner 
Psychology Process

ASPPB Model Regulatory Language

ASPPB Model Statutory Language
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