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Purpose of Today’s Presentation

• Provide overview of KDADS-recognized paraprofessional roles

• Define how paraprofessionals fit into the Kansas behavioral-health workforce

• Questions



Paraprofessionals Are Essential For

• Workforce Shortages

• Peer-based Recovery

• Entry-Level Counseling

• Crisis and Community Support 



Kansas Certified Peer Mentor (KCPM) 

Role Includes:
• Peer-based recovery support

• Relapse-prevention coaching

• Group facilitation

• Navigation of SUD services

• Support in residential, outpatient, detox programs

Eligibility: 
Lived experience in SUD recovery

Substance Use Disorder



Kansas Certified Peer Specialist (KCPS)

Mental Health Recovery

Role Includes: 
Emotional Support
Recovery Planning
Crisis Support
System Navigation
Advocacy

Eligibility: 
Lived experience with mental health  recovery. 



Kansas Certified Parent Peer Support Specialist (KCPPSS)

Role Includes:
Family advocacy
System navigation
Support during crises
Education on treatment options
Collaboration with CMHCs and schools

Eligibility: 
Parent/Caregiver with lived experience supporting a child with Severe Emotional Disorder (SED)/
Mental Health/Substance Use Disorder. 

Parents /Caregivers of youth with Mental Health 
and Substance Use Disorder Needs



Person Centered Case Management (PCCM) 

Role Includes:
Identify personal goals and recovery needs
Connect individuals to treatment, housing, employment, medical care, and community supports
Coordinate services across multiple providers
Improve stability and quality of life during recovery

Certification Awarded: 12 CEUs

Eligibility: 
Associate degree with 27 hours of Substance Use Disorder coursework, OR
Bachelor’s degree in social work, counseling, psychology, or related field, OR 
Equivalent human-services experiences (1 year experience = 1 year education)

Enables individuals to work in KDADS/Behavioral Health Service Licensed Facilities providing PCCM services 
for individuals in early recovery.

Trained Case Managers for Individuals with Substance Use Disorders



Personal Care Services 

Role Includes:
Identify personal goals and recovery needs
Connect individuals to treatment, housing, employment, medical care, and community supports
Coordinate services across multiple providers
Improve stability and quality of life during recovery

Certification Awarded: 12 CEUs

Eligibility: 
Associate degree with 27 hours of Substance Use Disorder coursework, OR
Bachelor’s degree in social work, counseling, psychology, or related field, OR 
Equivalent human-services experiences (1 year experience = 1 year education)

Enables individuals to work in KDADS/Behavioral Health Service Licensed Facilities providing PCCM services 
for individuals in early recovery.

Trained Case Managers for Individuals with Substance Use Disorders



Additional Paraprofessional Roles in KDADS-Licensed Facilities

These roles are not state-certified, but widely used:

• Licensed Mental Health Technician (Board of Nursing Program)
• Behavioral Health Technician (BHT)
• Attendant Care, Behavioral Health Rehabilitative Service, not HCBS
• Psychosocial Rehabilitation Staff (PSR) 
• Mobile Crisis Responder (Paraprofessional level)
• Residential Support Worker
• Community-Based Support Staff



Summary

• KDADS Certifies Peer-Based Paraprofessionals

• BSRB Licenses Addiction Counselors

• Paraprofessionals are essential to Kansas’ Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder System

• AAC is the bridge to Professional Licensure

• Stronger Career Ladder Supports Workforce Development 



CLOSING

Questions? 

Contact Information: 
Charles Bartlett, Director of Adult and Substance Use Services

Charles.Bartlett@ks.gov

Zac Wilson, Recovery Service Program Manager
zac.wilson@ks.gov


